
 GREAT WAKERING PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Wednesday 31st May, 2017, in the Parish Council Offices, Little Wakering Hall Lane, Great Wakering, SS3 0HH, commencing at 7.30 p.m.

Present: -
Councillors L. Blunden, V. Brandon, D. Efde, R. Green, M. Flynn, T. Goodwin, N. Hookway, T. Hughes, R. Loding (Vice Chair), L. Rodger, M. Sawyer (Chair), and B. Wilkins.
In attendance: -
S. Hyatt (Parish Clerk)
1. To elect a Chairman of the Great Wakering Parish Council for the 2017/2018 Term of Office.

Meeting declared open at 7.30pm by Acting Chair.
Minute’s silence held for Manchester bombing victims.
Nominations for Chair - Councillors Sawyer, Goodwin (not present) and Efde (declined). 
     Resolved that Councillor Sawyer be elected Chairman of the Great Wakering    

     Parish Council for the 2017/2018 Term of Office.
Councillor Goodwin entered Meeting at 7.38pm.
2. To receive the newly appointed Chairman's remarks and signing of declaration of acceptance of office.

Acceptance of Office signed and Chairman’s report received.
· Councillor Robert Green welcomed.

· Great Wakering Common registered Common Land no plans to de-register. Effect of Countryside and Public Rights of Way Act 2000 gave public right to roam freely on all registered common land in England and Wales. Present lease taken out before Act existed. Public Rights of Way cross land, designated Wildlife Site, within Environment Agencies Flood Zone 3 (land of highest risk) where ‘vulnerable development’ such as dwellings not generally acceptable. RDC confirmed no plans to change planning or protective designations of land. Council needs to consider carefully pros and cons of renewing lease.

· St Nicholas churchyard and Parish Council Burial Ground updates - notice board, tribute disposal bin and pathway improvement works.

Clerk had advised futility of extra meeting re church grounds maintenance due to requirements of procurement process.
3. To receive apologies for absence.

Councillor Wheeler apologies –medical. M. Steptoe prior commitment.
4. To receive Declarations of Interest in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and with Section 106 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.

Declarations of interest received from Councillor Loding – allotment holder. Councillor Sawyer – Memorial Hall Secretary. Councillors Efde, Hookway and Hughes declared non-pecuniary interest in Item 21 as District Councillors. Councillor Hughes on RDC Advisory Group re toilets.
5. To elect a Vice-Chairman of the Great Wakering Parish Council for the 2017/2018 Term of Office.

Nominations Councillors Loding and Wilkins.

Resolved that Councillor Loding be elected Vice-Chairman of the Great Wakering Parish Council for the 2017/2018 Term of Office.

6. To sign as a correct record the minutes of the Full Council Meeting              
held on 26th April 2017.   
           Resolved that the minutes be accepted with minor amendment.
7. Financial Matters.

a. To approve Payment Schedules for April 2017. Carried.

b. To approve Receipt Schedules for April 2017. Carried.

c. To approve the Financial Statement for the month to 30th April 2017. Carried. 
d. To note the auditor’s report. Thanks offered by Chairman to Clerk for work. Carried.
e. To approve the internal audit report prior to onward transmission to external auditors. Carried.
8. To receive reports from the County Councillor and the District Councillors on County and District matters.
District Councillor Efde:
· Appointed to standards, appeals and audit committees. Attended Full Council Meeting.
· 58 High Street – no time limit on works. Not untidy site as building materials.
District Councillor Hookway:

· Attended RDC meeting and planning training. On RDC investment, planning and review committees. RDC to receive Full Council presentation re proposals for NHS changes at meeting open to public.
District Councillor Hughes:

· Attended planning training, on sub-planning, licensing and investment board committees. Casework - homelessness, benefit, neighbour and parking issues.
9. To agree the Calendar of Meetings for 2017/18.
Resolved that the calendar of meetings be accepted.
10. Emergency Support Group/Sea Defence Committee

      a) To agree the formation of an Emergency Support Group/Sea Defence  

           Committee for the 2017/2018 Parish year.

           Resolved that ESG/Sea Defence Committee be formed for 2017/18.
     b) To review delegation arrangements and agree that the remit of that Committee   

          is “to work with the people of Great Wakering and prepare them for action to  

          be taken in any time of emergency and to liaise with the various 

          agencies/authorities regarding the Sea Defences in and adjacent to Great  

          Wakering”. 

          Resolved that the remit be agreed as above.
       c) To agree the members of the Council to serve on that Committee. Committee   

            Members – Councillors Efde, Hookway, Hughes, Loding and Sawyer.
       11. Planning Committee
       a) To agree the formation of a Planning Committee for the 2017/2018 Parish 

            year.

           Resolved that a Planning Committee be formed for 2017/18.
       b) To review delegation arrangements and agree that the remit of that  

           Committee is “to review and make recommendations on behalf of the Parish 

           Council in respect of planning applications received from Rochford District 

           Council and from Essex County Council".

           Resolved that the remit be agreed as above.
        c) To agree the members of the Council to serve on that Committee. Committee  

            Members – Councillors Efde, Flynn, Hughes, Loding, Rodger and Sawyer.
12. Personnel/Finance Committee
a) To agree the formation of a Personnel/Finance Committee for the 2017/2018   

Parish year.

             Resolved that a Finance/Personnel Committee be formed for 2017/18.
b) To review delegation arrangements and agree that the remit of that  

             Committee is “to deal with personnel issues in relation to the Parish Council  

             Employees and to oversee the financial affairs of the Parish Council”.

            Resolved that the remit be agreed as above.
c) To agree the members of the Council to serve on that Committee. Committee Members – Councillors Blunden, Flynn, Hookway, Hughes, Loding and Sawyer.
13. To appoint representatives to attend the following outside bodies.
a. Village Memorial Hall – Councillor Rodger.
b. Public Transport Users Group – Councillor Rodger.
c. Footpaths – Councillors Loding, Hookway, Hughes and Sawyer.
d. Rochford Hundred Association of Local Councils – Councillor Flynn.
14. To approve continued membership of EALC/NALC.

Resolved that membership be renewed for 2017/18 year.

15. Councillor Efde proposes that the Chairman should receive  

            appropriate training. 

Proposal amended to include Vice-chair. Councillor Brandon called for named vote. For training – Councillors Sawyer, Loding, Hughes, Hookway, Blunden, Flynn, Efde, Rodger and Wilkins. Against Councillors Brandon, Green and Goodwin.

Resolved that the Chair and Vice Chair attend appropriate training.

16. To decide arrangements for the judging of the Annual Allotment         Competition and to decide upon prizes to be awarded. 
Resolved that the competition go ahead with prizes for 1st place - £50, 2nd - £30, 3rd place - £20 and 4th place - £10 awarded by way of national garden vouchers. Clerk to arrange judging.
17. Councillor Sawyer proposes that CIF or other funding is sought to make improvements to the deteriorating allotment fencing.

Councillor Loding declared a pecuniary interest and did not vote.
Resolved that Councillor Sawyer’s proposal be carried.
18. At the Chairman’s discretion the exchange of relevant Council   

     information.

     Councillor Loding – Member of public stated very happy with burial ground.   

     Impact of social media. Update re police investigation.

Councillors Goodwin/Green noted no vote was taken re reps.

Councillor Brandon – Anchor alleyway funding. Clerk to check wording of minutes. Strimmer recovery and need to keep Council property under Council control. Football pitches previously given wrong information by RDC Officer, correct information now passed on re registering expression of interest.
Councillor Wilkins – Anchor passage way funding.

Councillor Rodger – Star Lane parking, Clerk had chased query not Sepp responsibility but police and not high priority.

Councillor Hughes – footpath 11 Lion Fields – some complaints.
19. The meeting will stand adjourned to permit Parishioners of Great   

           Wakering to address the Council only once in respect of business  

           itemised on the agenda (3 minutes each at Chairman’s discretion). 

L Marshall – thanks to Councillor Wilkins re Whitehall site and Councillor Hughes for supporting keeping toilets open. Complaint re trees in churchyard – PCC responsibility.
A Kennedy - Commented on churchyard, burial ground and bullying.
P Rae – Common lease renewal. Chair replied Clerk not yet received anything re benefit of keeping. Need to weigh up potential liabilities re benefits.

S Crowhurst – behaviour of schoolchildren returning home. Advised to send written complaint to Clerk and District Councillor Hughes to enable forwarding of complaint.
P Shaw – Vegetation issues. Noted ECC responsibility and only undertaking one cut a year. Commented on Common and noticeable fraction in Council.
C Seagers – Common and non-Parishioner’s comments. Leasing of common and potential liabilities and costs. Confers no benefit unavailable to Parishioners under Act, has overtaken need to lease. No rationale in taking on risk to PC, acting ultra vires if takes on expenditure it cannot justify.
A Bewers – churchyard – Council undertakes as donation, delay due to PCC.
21. Cllr Tina Hughes proposes that GWPC, in principle, takes over the   

 responsibility for the Public Toilets in Great Wakering as of the    

 beginning of April 2018.
       Item 21 brought forward to be heard in public. Issue of cutting services to  

      village, District Council voted to close toilets to meet budgetary requirements. 
Report read to meeting. Unresolved details include health and safety, training and insurance. More information needed before final decision could be made, financial figures not detailed enough, no bottom line figure available and not enough time to study information. Would impact budget/precept for 2018 financial year and on. Estimate based on all 3 toilets remaining open and using current contractors but potential for volunteers/business sponsorship, also business rates not payable long-term. Toilets due to close April but non-binding decision in principle needed tonight to go back to RDC as time critical. In principle decision only, can state not viable in future. Chairman - if we don’t agree to take on in principle, they will close in April, if we do agree in principle and then cannot afford they will close in April. Contract required between Parish Council and RDC if Parish Council went ahead. No lease, licence, contract before PC at present time.   
     Councillor Goodwin called for named vote. For Councillor Hughes proposal –    

     Councillors Sawyer, Loding, Hughes, Hookway, Blunden, Flynn and Efde.  

     Against – Councillors Goodwin, Green, Brandon, Rodger and Wilkins.

     Resolved on the grounds that the Parish Council is not bound by any decision   

     taken tonight that GWPC, in principle, takes over the responsibility for the Public Toilets in Great Wakering as of the beginning of April 2018.
20. Exclusion of the Press and Public. 
To agree that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the remaining business on the grounds that exempt information as defined in paragraph 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 would be disclosed. 
Councillor Brandon called for named vote. For exclusion – Councillors Sawyer, Loding, Hookway, Flynn, Hughes, Blunden. Against – Councillors Goodwin, Green, Brandon, Rodger and Wilkins. Abstentions – Efde.
Resolved that the public be excluded.

Councillor Green apologised and left the Meeting.

22.     To agree the contract award (using MEAT Criteria) for grounds    

    maintenance works at St Nicholas churchyard on a “without prejudice”         
    donation and goodwill basis. 

Proposal that Crafty Plants be awarded contract. Counter proposal that PJR be accepted. Concerns re using multiple contractors. Best value not necessarily lowest price, all subject to same specification. Price differential  less than 5% of total cost. Both contractors known to Parish Council, PJR on site.
Amended proposal to award contract to PJR. Councillor Goodwin called for a named vote – For PJR – Councillors Loding, Hughes, Hookway, Blunden and Flynn. Against – Councillors Sawyer, Goodwin, Brandon, Wilkins, Rodger and Efde.

Original proposal Crafty Plants – For – Councillors Sawyer, Goodwin, Brandon, Wilkins, Rodger and Efde. Against – Councillors Loding, Blunden, Hughes and Hookway. Abstention – Councillor Flynn.

Resolved that Crafty Plants be awarded the contract.
Meeting Closed 9.53pm.   
Next meeting – 12th July, 2017 - Full Council 
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